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Note. — At the request of the Committee, the family of the late 
Mr. Frothingham have kindly furnished his portrait to accompany this 
report. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 



Thursday, June 17, 1880. 

The Annual Meeting of the Bunker Hill Monument 
Association was held this day at the Hall of the Mas- 
sachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, in 
Boston, at ten o'clock, a.m. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Edward A. Horton, 
Pastor of the Second Church, Boston. 

Hon. Frederic W. Lincoln, Vice-President, pre- 
sided, and delivered the Annual Address. 

At the conclusion of the Address, Hon. Amos A. 
Lawrence submitted the following remarks and Reso- 
lutions in memory of Richard Frothingham : — 

Mr. Chairman : — 

When we chose Mr. Frothingham our President five years ago, 
it was not because he was more fit to be a presiding ofticer than 
many others, nor because he had held other ofiices, nor was it 
wholly on account of our respect and love for him, but it was 
because he had been long and intimately connected with this 
Association, and because he had labored diligently and successfully 
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8 PROCEEDINGS. 

in ascertaining the truth in regard to the military and political 
Revolutionary movements in this locality, and because he had 
with great care made a faithful record of them. This he has done 
in a form which will be imperishable, and which will connect his 
name with the monument, and with the leading men of that time. 

He was born Jan. 31, 1812 ; was chosen a Director in 1840 ; was 
one of the Committee in charge of the relics in 1847, and was one 
of the Committee for placing the stones to mark the breastwork in 
1849. At the meeting in 1863, he paid a deserved tribute to the 
memory of the late Nathan Hale, and again in 1864 to that of 
Asa Swallow, our Associates. In 1870 he was chosen on the 
Standing Committee, and served as Chairman of the Committee 
on Repairs. In 1871 he made a report of the work done. In 1875 
he was chairman of the Prescott Monument Committee. At a 
meeting* at his house on Bunker Hill, July 1, 1875, he was chosen 
to locate the new stones which mark the redoubt and breastwork. 
His valuable report on this subject was accepted May 16, 1876. 
We chose him President June 23, 1875. He died Jan. 29, 1880. 

Mr. Fbothingham's first literary work, which cost him many 
years of labor, was a history of Charlestown, where he was born. 
After this came a history of the siege of Boston, with an accurate 
account of the Battle on Breed's Hill. His next publication was 
a history of the life and times of Joseph Warren. All these are, 
and must remain, standard works upon these subjects. His last 
work, which he considered the best, is called " The Rise of the 
Republic." 

As a member of the Massachusetts Historical Society he 
performed much literary work, besides serving as Treasurer for 
thirty years. It has been ordered that a memoir of him shall be 
prepared by one of the Society. 

He served the State and the City of Charlestown in various 
offices, and always won the esteem and confidence of the citizens. 
His simplicity of character, his integrity, his kindness and modera- 
tion, inspired all who knew him with confidence and affection. He 
believed in and practised the principles of the Christian religion, 
and died in that faith afler a laborious, useful, and virtuous life. 
Few of us remain who were present when the corner-stone of the 
Monument was laid in 1825, who walked in the great procession 
behind the survivors of the battle, who saw Lafayette and grasped 
/ his hand, and who heard the immortal speech of Webster. It is a 
great satisfaction as we pass on to know that the same principles 
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for which the Revolution was fought are held by this generation, 
and the same reverence is observed for the memory of those who 
suffered in that great struggle. May it never be less than it is now. 
Our Association was formed to perpetuate these memories and these 
principles. 

The following Resolutions are offered, viz. : — 

Hesolved^ That this Association acknowledges with pride and 
with gratitude the great and good work which has been done 
through a long life by our late Associate and President, Richard 
Fbothingham, and while we place on record our high regard and 
respect for his character, we would express our profound regret 
and sorrow on account of the loss which we have sustained by his 
death. 

Itesolved, That the Secretary be requested to present a copy of 
this vote and an account of these proceedings to Mr. Fbothing- 
ham's family. 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Franklin" Darracott, Esq., offered the following 
remarks and Resolutions in memory of John H. 
Thorndike: — 

Mr. President : — 

Afler the appropriate and fitting manner in which you have 
alluded in your Address to the death of Mr. John H. Thorndikb, 
little need be said of one who has been for many years a faithful 
co-worker with those who have held the best interests of this 
Association and its objects closely at heart. 

Mr. Thorndike was in early life thoroughly trained in mercan- 
tile pursuits ; at a later period he became an architect and builder, 
and was largely engaged in these pursuits, acquiring a reputation 
for thoroughness and completeness in all his works. He filled 
acceptably many positions both of public and of private trust, in 
the administration of whose duties he devoted his best energies, 
always guided by the purest principles of duty and integrity. He 
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10 PROCEEDINGS. 

was for a period of twenty-five years a Dii-ector, and for many 
years a member of the Executive Committee, and rendered valu- 
able services in both capacities on several occasions. 

Descended from one of the actors in the battle of Bunker Hill, 
he was ever ready to give his best services to perpetuate the mem- 
ory of those who sacrificed so much for principles and for freedom. 

We all know with what patience and perseverance he pursued 
to perfect completion all duties intrusted to his care or guidance, 
how well he counselled in difficult undertakings, and how true he 
was to the conservation of all the interests intrusted to this Asso- 
ciation. 

Itesolvedj That the Bunker Hill Monument Association recog- 
nizes that act of Divine Providence which has removed by death 
since our last Annual Meeting, John H. Thorndike, one of our 
most esteemed officers and members. 

Jiesolved, That while testifying to his merits in the many private 
and public institutions in which he was interested, this Association 
would take special care and render its grateful remembrance for his 
valuable services and untiring industry in its behalf. His patience 
under labor, and the conscientious discharge of every duty in- 
trusted to him, and the pleasant personal relations which he held 
to the members, make it eminently fit that his surviving associates 
should place upon our records this tribute of respect to his 
memory. 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Charles Deane, Esq., LL. D!, ofiered the following 
remarks and Resolution in memory of Isaac Liver- 
more : — 

Mr. President : — 

I rise to oifer a Resolution relating to one of our Associates 
whom death has removed from us since the last Annual Meet- 
ing, — one to whom you have referred as one of the oldest 
Directors, — the Hon. Isaac Livermore, of Cambridge. What 
you have already said of him in the admirable Address you have just 
delivered renders it unnecessary that I should speak of him at 
length. I will only say that I knew Mr. Livermore for a great 
many years. He was a prominent merchant of Boston more than 
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fifty years ago. During a long life he was essentially a man of 
affairs. Relinquishing his regular business some years since as a 
wool merchant, he took the Treasurership of a large manufacturing 
corporation, — the Manchester Print Works, — from which, a few 
years later, he was transferred to the Michigan Central Railroad, 
as Treasurer, its office being kept in Boston. For twenty-five 
years he performed the duties of this position, or until a short time 
before his death. Mr. Livermore was for many years also the 
President of a bank and of an Insurance Company, and of the 
Hancock Free Bridge Corporation. He was a pubUc-spirited, 
patriotic citizen, and generous in all his impulses. He took an 
earnest interest in public affairs. He was a loyal member of the 
Whig party, and subsequently of the Republican party, and repre- 
sented his town and district in both branches of the Legislature of 
the State. He was Presidential Elector in 1 848, and a member of 
the Constitutional Convention in 1853. Mr. Livermore had a fine 
personal presence, and his many liberal qualities of mind and heart, 
united to his affable manners, attached him to a large circle of 
friends. A few yeare before his death he was admonished by the 
growing infirmities of age that it was time to withdraw from 
the duties of his office. He died at the residence of his daughter, 
Mrs. Briggs, at Pittsfield, at the age of 82 years. 

Mesolved^ That this Association, in the death of the Hon. Isaac 
Livermore, has lost one of its oldest and most efficient officers ; 
the community at large, a public-spirited, patriotic, and influential 
citizen ; and his numerous personal friends, one whose honorable 
career, and warm and genial nature, commanded their veneration 
and love, and whose presence among them was always a benedic- 
tion. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Abbott Lawrence, Esq., offered the following re- 
marks and Resolution^ in memory of Henry Knox 
Thatcher : — 

Mr. President : — 

You have already fitly and eloquently alluded to those of our 
number who have passed away since we last met, and whom we 
miss here to-day. Among them no one was held in higher respect 
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and regard than our lamented friend and Associate, the late 
Admiral Thatcher. 

Bom of heroic ancestry at Thomaston, Maine, on the 26th of 
May, 1806, he early showed a love for the sea, and at the age of 
seventeen entered the Navy as midshipman. The well-earned 
rank which is now so widely associated with his name was con- 
ferred upon him in 1866. He was a brave and efficient officer, 
highly respected wherever he held command. With him patriotism 
was an instinct rather than a duty, and in that spirit he was a fear- 
less and uncompromising Unionist during the Rebellion. He 
rendered important service in the battle of Mobile Bay, at the 
storming of Fort Fisher, and in the attack on Galveston. He was 
a man of strong convictions, steadfast purposes, incorniptible in- 
tegrity, unshaken loyalty. At our meeting a year ago, I happened 
to sit next to the gallant old sailor, bronzed and worn with ser- 
vice to his country all over the world, and I shall never forget the 
marked interest he took in our proceedings. I rejoice, sir, that my 
own recollection of him will be indelibly connected with this anni- 
versary. Let us pay his memory the tribute of honor and praise 
which it so justly deserves. 

Resolved^ That in the death of Henby Knox Thatcher, Rear 
Admiral in the United States Navy, this Association has lost one 
of its most honored members, and our country an able and gallant 
officer, whose patriotic and devoted service in his profession, and 
whose loyal and noble character, gave him a distinguished place on 
the roll of Naval Commanders, added new lustre to the Revolu- 
tionary name he bore, and ensure him our grateful and lasting 
remembrance. 

Jtesolvedy That the Secretary be instructed to transmit a copy 
of these Resolutions to the family of Admiral Thatcher. 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Hon. G. Washington Warren then addressed the 
Association as follows : — 

Mr. Fbesidbnt: — 

Had I not, in compliance with your request, prepared some 
Resolutions which I now propose to offer in honor of another dis- 
tinguished member of our Board, who deceased during the last 
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year, I should certainly have risen to say a few words in response 
to the admirable and appropriate Resolutions presented by Mr. 
Lawrence in memory of our late President, who, I may say, was 
my intimate friend and associate in various offices for more than 
forty years. It was fitting, however, that those Resolutions should 
be adopted in silence, and by a rising vote. Perhaps no one could 
by words more adequately express the thoughts of us all. We 
realize to-day that he has gone before us. The lips that made his 
favorite theme so eloquent are silenced. Indeed, Bunker Hill 
herself seems to miss his patriotic presence, and to be sensible of 
her loss in his untimely decease. 

I will now, sir, offer the Resolutions I'elative to the decease of 
' Walter Hastlngs, who died on the 28th of October last, and, 
like Mr. Frothingham, in the maturity of his powers,, was stricken 
down from a sphere of honorable usefuhiess and activity. In addi- 
tion to the incidents which you, sir, have given in your Address, 
it will be remembered that he was a liberal subscriber to the 
Statue of General Wari'en, in 1857. The greater part of his busi- 
ness life was spent in Charlestown District, and on this anniversary 
his hospitable house was always open. This observance he con- 
tinued during the last eight years that he resided in the newly built 
part of the enlarged Boston. He took a lively interest in the 
affairs of this Association, and in the great historic events with 
which his ancestry was intimately connected. He was one of the 
donors of the Washington Medal to this city. His benefaction to 
the University will make his name immortal. 

Hesolved, That this Association sincerely regrets the loss it has 
sustained in the decease of Walter Hastings, a philanthropic 
citizen, a patron of learning, and a liberal promoter of all patriotic 
and charitable institutions, by whose untimely death a large social 
circle has been bereft of an intimate friend, and the whole commu- 
nity of a judicious and able counsellor. 

jResolved, That the Secretary be requested to transmit a copy of 
these Resolutions to the family of the deceased. 

The Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Hon. Timothy T. Sawyer, Treasurer of the As- 
sociation, presented his Annual Report, which was 
accepted. 
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Upon the nomination of the Standing Committee, 
the following were admitted Honorary Members of the 
Association : — 

Hon. William M. Evarts, of New York, 
Gen. George B. McClellan, of New Jersey, 
, Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, of Rhode Island, 

and the following were admitted Associate Members : — 

Abraham 0. Bigelow Boston. 

Horace H. Coolidge „ 

John B. D. Cogswell Yarmouth. 

Bbnj. B. Converse Boston. 

John Cummings Woburn. 

John S. Damrell Boston. 

Geo. H. Eager „ 

Luther Farnham „ 



»» 



59 



5) 



Fred'k W. French 

. Robert Hawthorne 

Edward A. Horton 

John W. Leighton „ 

John M. Little „ 

Thomas S. Lockwood „ 

Isaac B. Mills „ 

Thomas Minns „ 

Samuel B. Noyes Canton. 

Augustus Parker Boston. 

Oliver W. Peabody „ 

Fred'k B. Perkins 

William G. Prescott 

Joseph Warren Revere „ 

Geo. p. Sanger Cambridge. 

Charles W. Slack Boston. 

James Sturgis 

Henry W. Torrey Cambridge. 

Charles W. Tuttle Boston. 

Bradlee Whidden „ 

Renton Whidden „ 

Henry Whittemorb . „ 



9> 
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PROCEEDINGS. 15 

Vbtedy That a Committee of five be appointed to nominate 
officers for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Perkins, Jenks, Edes, Train, and Amory were 
appointed by the Chair. 

The following were nominated and elected as officers 
of the Association for the year 1880-1881, viz. : — 
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OFFICERS. . 

ROBERT C. WINTHROP. 

lJice#te«ftient». 

The President of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, 

ex officio, 
URIEL CROCKER. FREDERIC •W. LINCOLN. 

CHARLES DEVENS. AMOS A. LAWRENCE. 



Wxtttoxsi. 



Jambs S. Amort. 
Thomas G. Applbton. 
William Aspinwall. 
Francis B. Austin. 
Edward T. Barker. 
Nathanib;:. J. Bradlbe. 
OsMTN Brewster. 
T. QoiNcr Browne. 
Samuel C. Cobb. 
Charles R. Codman. 
Jambs Dana. 
Franklin Darracott. 
Charles Dbane. 
F. Gordon Dexter. 
Henrt H. Edes. 
William Everett. 
Charles F. Fairbanks. 
Thomas G. Frothinoham. 
Henry K. Frothinoham. 
Thomas B. Harris. 
Charles Hale. 
John T. Heard. 
Charles D. Homans. 
William H. Kent. 
Abbott Lawrence. 



William R. Lawrence. 
Edward Lawrence. 
Theodore Ltman. 
Samuel K. Lothrop. 
Charles Ltman. 
Henrt Ltoi^. 
Theophilus R. Marvin. 
Charles Merriam. 
Georob B. Neal. 
Otis Norcross. 
Thomas H. Perkins. 
William Perkins. 
John H. Reed. 
Samuel H. Russell. 
Hiram S. Shurtleff. 
L. Miles Standish. 
Joseph B. Thomas. 
Francis Thompson. 
Henrt Walker. 
G. Washington Warren. 
J. Collins Warren. 
William W. Whbildon. 
Thomas J. Whidden. 
Joseph M/ Wiohtman. 
J. Huntington Wolcott. 



Extumxtx. 

TiMOTHT T. SaWTER. 



Secretatg. 

Andrew C. Fearing, Jr. 
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Vbtedy That the Annual Address and Proceedings be printed as 
usual* 

Hon. G. "Washington Warren presented the follow- 
ing telegram received by him from San Francisco : — 

San Francisco, June 17, 1880. 
To G. Washington Warren, Pi^sident Bunker Hill Association: — 

The fires of 1775-76 rekindled on the shores of the Pacific. 
The battle of Bunker Hill is honored by the salvos of artillery 
from fotts and men-of-war in our harbor. Patriotic exercises at 
Belmont Park by the Bunker Hill Association, and every flag in 
our city flung to the breeze. 

Wm. 6. Badges, 
President Bunker Hill Association of San Francisco, 

Messrs. G. W. Warren, S. K. Lothrop, and S. H. Rus- 
sell were appointed to draft a response, which was or- 
dered to be telegraphed back, viz. : — 

Boston, June 17, 1880. 

To William G. Badger, President Bunker Hill Association, Belmont Park, 
San Francisco. 

The Bunker Hill Monument Association, in Annual Meeting 
assembled, cordially returns the greeting received from the Bunker 
Hill Association of San Francisco. We are all brothera under one 
flag, one constitution, and one destiny. May the glorious memories 
of this day unite us all from North to South, as well as from East 
to West, in one indissoluble bond. 

F. W. Lincoln, 
President pro tern, 

Votedy That the arrangements for the inauguration of the Statue 
of Colonel Prescott be referred to the Directors with full power. 

Adjourned. 

A. C. Fearing, Jr., 

Secretary, 
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The student of history, who critically analyzes the 
immediate events which led to the American Revolu- 
tion, will not be surprised to find that the questions 
involved could only be settled by the arbitrament of 
arms. 

Both parties were in a great measure of the English 
race, self-reliant and courageous, with wonderful tenac- 
ity and grip in the maintenance of principles or opinions 
after they had been formed, plucky and audacious in 
every extremity. The gage of battle seemed to be the 
stem alternative to give the matters in dispute a satis- 
factory and final conclusion. 

And yet the American Colonists were not so much 
at variance with the great English people as with 
King George and his Ministers, who, being in power, 
and representing at this critical time the authority of 
the nation, made the attempt by arbitrary means to 
carry into execution a series of measures which, in the 
result, defeated their own ends, and made a new people 
on the American Continent. 

The establishment of British Colonies on this shore 
of the Atlantic was in the best spirit and genius of the 
British people. Freed from the prejudices and the en- 
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tangling alliances of the old time, happily cut adrift from 
its aristocratic institutions of Church and State, with a 
hearty dissent from ancient wrong, the American Colo- 
nist on this virgin soil was more truly loyal to the best 
in Christian civilization, so far as freedom of opinion and 
the sacred rights of man are concerned, than were his 
brethren whom he had left at home. 

From their early planting, through their whole his- 
tory, whether they were Colonies with chartered rights 
or Provinces under the King, the people maintained in 
a great degree their power and independence. The 
aggressions of arbitrary authority they always met 
with stubborn resistance, whether it came froth Crown 
or Parliament. When, therefore, in the order of time, 
a new nation with advanced principles and democratic 
institutions was brought into existence, and took its 
place among the great powers of the earth, they were 
fitted by their robust culture and well-earned experience 
to assume the responsibility of its nurture, and the main- 
tenance of its character. 

Our Fathers were never slaves or serfs, or ground to 
powder by tyrannical masters. They were, from the 
first, jealous of their rights as freemen. They were as 
free as the ocean they had crossed, or the hospitable 
shore which had bid them welcome ; and so they in- 
tended to remain, as well for themselves as for the pos- 
terity which should come after them to share their rich 
inheritance. They insisted upon and steadily main- 
tained all their rights as Englishmen. The privileges 
which of old had been wrested from King John at 
Runnymede, and which are contained in Magna 
Charta and guaranteed by the unwritten law of the 
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British Constitution, were theirs, whether they lived 
on this side of the Atlantic or the other, and could 
not be abrogated or surrendered. 

Independence came to the American people because 
it was the time for it. They had become too large 
and too strong, and they had interests of their own too 
momentous, to bow allegiance to a Government across 
the seas. The fruit was ripe, and was destined sooner 
or later to fall from the parent tree. The blasts of 
civil tumult might cause it for a while to tremble and 
shiver on the bough before it fell, but come it must; 
and, fortunately for our own history, it was the aggres- 
sive acts of others rather than our own misdeeds which 
brought on the catastrophe. 

The terms insurrection or rebellion, in the proper 
acceptation of either, can never be appropriately ap- 
plied to the American struggle. In the pages of 
history it is called the American Revolution, and it 
is a convenient name for the great event; but, to 
illustrate the idea by a modern scientific phrase, was 
it not rather evolution, and natural in the order of 
things? It had indeed its exciting cause at the time 
in the acts of Lord North and his colleagues in the 
cabinet. It is said that there was a special reason in 
the ambition of the King* calling for a large ex- 
penditure of public money; but his Ministers hesitated 
about taxing his British subjects at home to pay for it. 
Hence arose the new schemes for the oppression of 
those from whom he claimed allegiance and tribute on 
the American Continent. On the one hand was the 

* Note at the end of the Address, p. 41. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 FREDERIC W. LINCOLN'S ADDRESS. 

new imposition of taxes without the requisite repre^ 
sentation in the parliament which voted them, the 
passage of the Stamp Act, the Tea tax, the attempt 
to enforce Writs of Assistance, and similar measures, 
together with the presence of an armed and hireling 
soldiery to overawe and control the people. On the 
other hand was the more restrictive method, such as 
the prohibition of town meetings unless held with the 
consent of the Governor, the Mandamus Councillor 
Act, the Boston Port Bill, and the several efforts to 
subvert the freedom of commerce on the seas, and to 
restrict the development of manufacturing industry 
and the mechanic arts on the land. 

These measures of King and Parliament were novel 
and unjustifiable, and an insult to a free people. The 
American Colonies did not intend to submit to them 
without remonstrance, even if they came from a 
Government calling itself maternal. 

It was not their intention at first, however, to resort 
to a forcible redress of grievances. Eational and con- 
stitutional appeals were made to the mother country ; 
agents and commissioners were appointed and sent 
abroad to represent their interests, — but all in vain. 
Finally, when the royal governor. General Gage, by an 
arbitrary proclamation, dissolved the General Court, 
and, laying aside the civil robes of the magistrate, as- 
sumed the uniform of the soldier, and without provo- 
cation sent the King's forces on marauding excursions 
into the country to destroy stores which neither be- 
longed to His Majesty nor to his Government, then 
the spirit and mettle of the people were aroused. 
Lexington and Concord became immortal. Boston, 
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whose walls sheltered the British troops, was besieged 
by a patriotic militia, and Bunker Hill took its place 
in history as the field of the first great battle in the 
annals of the Republic. 

To commemorate this battle and the series of events 
which preceded and followed it, this Association was 
formed. Some of the original members werQ them- 
selves actors in the bloody strife, others were of the 
succeeding generation, familiar from personal acquaint- 
ance with many of the Revolutionary heroes, and all 
burning with patriotic fervor to venerate the memory 
of those who with so much sacrifice laid the founda- 
tions of the Republic, and secured, as they trusted, 
liberty for themselves, for the posterity which should 
come after them, and for the exiles from all nations 
whom they cheerfully invited to these shores, to enjoy 
that freedom and that opportunity for progress and 
improvement which they could not possess in their 

native land. 

« 

To-day we assemble to celebrate the anniversary, as 
well as to discharge those official obligations which, from 
the nature of such an organization, are essential to its 
very existence. 

I am not aware that in the whole Union, in which 
are embraced the original thirteen colonies wherein 
lie all the battle-fields of the Revolution, there is such 
an association as ours, controlling a monument upon 
the battle site, and steadily, for upwards of half a cen- 
tury, annually honoring, in a greater or less degree, 
the services of those who made the day memorable. 

4 
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Its high monumental shaft always in the public eye 
and within the view of thousands of people, and the 
pertinacity and publicity with which the Association 
has held to its original design of commemoration, have 
done much to give to the battle that national conse- 
quence which it so richly deserves, and at whose 
anniversary, on so many occasions of a popular char- 
acter, the whole people from all sections of the Union 
have cordially united. Its anniversaries should be 
more than memories, — they should be inspirations. 
While the occasion renders its due meed of praise 
to the valor of the Fathers, it is an idle service if it 
does not ennoble the spirit and mould the character 
of the sons. 

In turning now from these general observations to 
subjects perhaps more pertinent to the time and place, 
we are reminded, by the events of the year, of the con- 
trast of the last with the preceding year, so far as the 
mortality of the officers of our own Government is con- 
cerned. Called by the illness of the President at the 
last Annual Meeting to make the usual Address, and to 
present to you the Report of the Standing Committee, 
it was my privilege to announce that not a single death 
had taken place in our ranks. To-day we assemble with 
five Associates stricken from the roll, and among them 
the name of our President, Richard Frothingham, — 
the second time, I believe, that one holding that office 
has been removed by death. The first President, 
Governor Brooks, died while holding this position, and 
Mr. Webster was chosen his successor. 

Our late President has many claims to be remem- 
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bered by the community in which he passed his life ; 
but to this Association his memory is specially dear, 
for that exhaustive historic research which he gave to 
all the details of the great battle, for his long-continued 
labor in the official administration of our affairs, and 
for those graces of manner and genuine hospitality 
which we so often shared in his home, and which 
always rendered him so pleasant as an associate at 
the meetings of our Board. Alike a man of affairs 
and an historic student, happily gifted with fortune 
so as to command leisure, which he devoted to the 
service of his fellow-citizens, his life was a blessing 
while he was with us, and his name is honored now 
that he has departed. Bom in Charlestown of patri- 
otic ancestors, living for forty years on the battle- 
field, under the very shadow of the monument, he 
seemed to have become impregnated with its patriotic 
spirit. No man of his generation probably possessed 
more valuable knowledge of its events. He had that 
historic sense which solves doubts in conflicting testi- 
mony, and without any air of conceit or superiority ; 
when his judgment was made up, few doubted his au- 
thority or were disposed to question his conclusions. A 
man of this stamp, he was naturally called to many 
official stations in the Commonwealth which he loved, 
and whose history he had illustrated by his printed 
page ; and from the city which claimed him as a son 
he received its highest honors, the duties of which 
he discharged with his usual fidelity. 

Richard Frothingham will probably be known to 
posterity as an historian and political writer ; his sev- 
eral works will be considered as standards upon the 
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topics of which they treat ; and I understand that his 
most poignant regret^ as he felt that he was approach- 
ing the end, was that he had not the opportunity of 
completing some works, the materials for which he had 
accumulated. He early became a member of this 
Association, was elected a Director in 1840, and was 
chosen its President in 1875. 

John H. Thorndike, who died early in the year, was 
elected a Director in 1854. His grandfather was in the 
battle, and was wounded while fighting at the Rail 
Fence. His father, John P. Thorndike, who died in 
1866, was a Director for upwards of thirty-three years, 
and was on the Building Committee for the construc- 
tion of the Monument. Our late Associate took a 
warm interest in the organization. He never shrank 
from work in committee when labor was demanded, 
and few of our Directors during the last twenty years 
have rendered more important service. He was a 
man of much resolution and courage, decided in opin- 
ion, firm in his friendships, and of a large and gen- 
erous public spirit. He was proud of his native city, 
active in its enterprises, and jealous of its good name 
^nd fame. A shadow came over his mind and dis- 
ease took possession of his physical frame a few years 
before his decease, and his final release from the ills 
of the flesh, while it had its griefs, was considered a 
mercy to himself as well as to the friends who wit- 
nessed his sufferings. 

The death of Isaac Livermore took from our ranks 
one of our senior members. He early beeame inter- 
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ested in the Association, warmly espoused its cause 
when many had become dispirited and disheartened, 
shared in its trials, and rejoiced with his whole nature 
in its success. He was elected a Director in 1840, was 
diligent in committee work put into his hands, liberal 
in his gifts, constant at the meetings, and full of that 
patriotic fervor which is the genius of our Association. 
He was one of the most enterprising of the business men 
who have given a reputation to this city for the last 
half-century. He possessed those popular gifts which 
made him an efficient man in public affairs, was for a 
number of years a member of the Legislature, served in 
both branches, held many other important positions, 
lived a most active life, and in all respects was distin- 
guished for those qualities of head and heart which 
constitute the good citizen. He was one of those 
( happily we have still quite a number left on our Board) 
who marched in the procession at the laying of the 
comer-stone of the Monument in 1825. His interest in 
the Association never abated, and it is with painful 
regret that we are forced to erase his honored name 
from the roll of our members. • 

Rear-Admiral Henry Knox Thatcher is another 
loss we are called to deplore. A grandson of General 
Knox of Revolutionary fame, he inherited the martial 
spirit of his ancestor, and made for himself an honorable 
career in the naval service of his country. At an early 
a^ge he entered upon his chosen profession, rose by merit 
through the various ranks from midshipman to Rear Ad- 
miral. His services in the late Civil War were a good 
illustration of the quality of the blood which filled his 
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veins. He was a stanch lover of the Union, through 
and through ; and latterly he had expressed deep in- 
dignation, as from time to time he thought he saw the 
signs that, although the war was over, the spirit of 
rebellion was not completely crushed. No heart more 
loyal or brave than his ever beat Though a rigid 
disciplinarian, his manners were gentle, and he had a 
brother's love for his command. He was a cheerful 
companion, a gallant sailor ; and, though following the 
profession of arms, he still had all the merits and par- 
ticipated in all the responsibilities which belong to 
the American citizen. From the nature of his voca- 
tion and his long absences at sea, he could not be 
expected to do much for our Association ; but in it — 
with its kindred commemorative organization, the So- 
ciety of the Cincinnati, of which he was the president 
of the Massachusetts branch — he always felt a deep 
interest, and since his election in 1872 he has almost 
always been present at our meetings. 

The last name which calls for honorable mention in 
this list of departed Associates is Walter Hastings, 
elected a member in 1871 ; he became a Director in 
1878; Never holding public office, he probably was 
not so widely known to the community as many others 
of our Board. He descended from a long line of ances- 
tors who illustrated, in the several generations in which 
they lived, the virtues of manly character, to which 
were added that culture which the higher branches of 
education and a career in professional life have a ten- 
dency to secure. His own life was that of a prosperous 
business man. His grandfather, of the same name, was 
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a surgeon of the patriot forces at the battle of Bunker 
Hill. Two years since, at our anniversary meeting at 
this place, he exhibited to some of our number, on his 
person, a pair of gold sleeve-buttons, which he said his 
ancestor wore on that eventful day. In private life 
he was highly esteemed. He was active in develop- 
ing the manufacturing interests and the new enter- 
prises of the community of which he formed a part ; 
and his large bequest to the university at Cambridge, 
"in part for the education of the sons of American 
parents in indigent circumstances," which it is said will 
amount to ha;lf a million of dollars, will render his 
memory precious long after his body has mingled with 
its kindred dust. 

These are the departed of the year which has closed. 
The procession moves on. One by one as individuals 
they drop out of the ranks; and fortunate will it be for 
us, when our turn comes, when our limbs are weary, and 
our feet no longer tread the accustomed path, if our 
memory shall be as fragrant and our record as honora- 
ble as those who have so lately left our companionship, 
and entered upon the new realities of an immortal 
existence. 

It will be. noticed by the Treasurer's Report, that the 
financial condition of the Association is more prosper- 
ous than it was at our last Annual Meeting. The out- 
standing notes against the Corporation, amounting to 
fifteen hundred dollars, have been paid, and within a 
few days the amount borrowed from the Lodge Fund 
will be replaced, to accumulate for the time when it 
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shall be wanted for the erection of that edifice. Dur- 
ing the year our income has been more, our expenses 
less, than for a number of years previous. Our re- 
ceipts have been over eleven hundred dollars in excess 
of last year, while our expenditures have been about 
six hundred dollars less. The number of visitors who 
have ascended the Monument, and paid the usual fee, 
is twenty-five thousand two hundred and seventy-nine 
adults, and nine hundred and twenty-one children, — 
an increase over the preceding year of nearly six 
thousand persons. The grounds themselves are free, 
and thousands visit them who do not enter the Statue 
Room and Monument. The sum received from those 
who do avail themselves of this privilege, and the 
small fee required from new members are our only 
sources of income. It sometimes seems onerous to 
strangers that any fee should be demanded for as- 
cending the monument, but there is no other way 
at present by which the cost of maintenance can be 
defrayed; and all that is raised in this way is spent 
in the care and adornment of the grounds and in 
the promotion of other legitimate objects of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Our Monument grounds are peculiarly situated, and 
a large portion of our population have a very inade- 
quate idea upon what terms they are held, and whether 
their control is in public or private hands. While the 
Association gives to the people the greatest freedom 
in the enjoyment of the grounds, yet it cannot be 
denied that in the past this liberty has been abused 
by a class of persons who unfortunately infest every 
large community, and who have apparently become 
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possessed with the idea that the historic spot was not 
under the restraints or subject to the surveillance of the 
regular police. During the last year, a large petition 
from the respectable citizens of Charlestown was sent 
to our Standing Committee, complaining of this griev- 
ance, and asking that the evil might be abated. I 
am happy to announce that the present Board of Po- 
lice Commissioners have taken the matter in hand, 
and given the assurance that hereafter good order and 
gentle manners shall rule on this sacred soil, conse-^ 
crated by the blood of the Fathers. 

The most important matter during the year which 
has engaged the attention of the Standing Committee 
and the Board of Directors, is the consideration of an 
offer through Dr. George E. Ellis in behalf of certain 
public-spirited citizens, proposing to the Association 
the gift of a bronze statue of Colonel William Prescott, 
to be placed upon the Monument grounds. The offer 
has been accepted by the Directors, and a suitable site 
in front of the Monument has been set apart for its 
permanent location. Its pedestal will bear the simple 
inscription, "Colonel William Prescott," and the date 
of the battle, "June 17th, 1775." 

The statue is to be executed in Rome by the distin- 
guished American sculptor, Story, and those who have 
seen the model have expressed the opinion that it will 
be one of the most spirited and successful works of 
genius in this department of art. 

While the Monument itself was designed to com- 
memorate the services of the patriots of all classes and 
ranks who took a part in the battle, and it was deemed 

6 
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wise that no names should be emblazoned on its mas- 
sive sides, yet it was thought that a grateful people 
would surround it with representative effigies of the 
most distinguished soldiers who bore ^heir share in the 
engagement; and one of the original designs compre- 
hended a platform outside of its base, upon whose 
corners should be erected suitable and appropriate 
statues. 

The means for the purchase of the land and the 
erection of the obelisk were not sufficient for this addi- 
tional work; and hence it has been left for others, 
rather than the original contributors, to carry out, in 
some degree, what was at first proposed. In 1857 the 
marble statue of General Warren, the most distinguished 
in official position of those who fell in the battle, was 
presented to the Association, and placed in a building 
erected for the purpose. It was thought that this would 
be followed from time to time by similar gifts, as our 
citizens, prompted by a generous spirit, should adopt 
this form of honoring the memory of those whose ser- 
vices deserved special commemoration. For many 
years, occasionally in Anniversary Addresses, and in 
unofficial conferences among the members, the project 
of a statue of Colonel Prescott has been suggested, and 
always received with warm approval. 

In 1875, the centennial year, at the Annual Meeting, 
a committee was appointed to procure subscriptions for 
this object. Some progress was made in the enterprise, 
and some money was offered in its behalf; but as the 
community was then passing through that great busi- 
ness depression from which it is just emerging, the 
matter was for a time abandoned, and the committee, 
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at their own request, were discharged. While the As- 
sociation thus officially postponed action, the project 
itself continued to excite interest, as appears in the 
offer made by Dr. Ellis and his associates. 

When this work is accomplished, and the statue of 
Prescott stands, not improbably, on the very spot where 
he fought the foe and encouraged his men, a long- 
delayed debt of grateful remembrance will be paid. 
No name should be more deservedly honored. He 
was the central figure in the events of the day. 

The Committee of Safety having recommended that 
the Heights of Charlestown should be fortified and held 
by a military force, General Ward, on the evening of 
the 16th of June, detailed a detachment of troops from 
his camp at Cambridge, and placed them under Pres- 
cott's command, promising refreshments and reinforce-* 
ments in the morning. Under Ward's orders Prescott 
marched to the hill. His men during the night built 
the redoubt and breastwork, only partly finishing them; 
for observing, when the enemy landed, that it was a 
part of their plan of attack to flank his works, he 
ordered Knowlton with the Connecticut troops and 
the artillery to leave the entrenchments and to pro- 
ceed down the hill towards the Mystic, to oppose 
their right wing. This force, with the auxiliary troops 
which afterward came on the field, formed the line 
of battle at the Rail Fence, and thence onward to 
the shore. In the morning, and during the day, Pres- 
cott sent Major Brooks and other messengers to Cam- 
bridge for reinforcements as had been promised. He 
personally commanded on the summit of the hill the 
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principal work which was the objective point of the 
enemy during the three assaults. When the ammu- 
nition was exhausted, not being able to withstand a 
bayonet charge, as his own command were generally 
destitute of this arm, and the redoubt being half filled 
by the enemy, Prescott, convinced that it could no 
longer be held on account of disparity of numbers, 
gave the order to retreat. In the evening he offi- 
cially reported to his commander-in-chief the result 
of the battle, pleading with patriotic and passionate 
fervor for a new detail of men, with whom he might 
attempt to regain the hill and reverse the disasters 
of the day. 

In the proposed honor to Prescott, nothing is de- 
tracted from the due praise which belongs to other 
officers in the battle, who, on other parts of the field, 
'on the right and on the left, in their own way, and 
possibly without any regular orders from head-quarters, 
brought up their commands and joined in the desper- 
ate effort to resist the common foe. The brave and 
heroic Putnam, at once the child of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, the lion-hearted Knowlton, too early slain 
on a later battle-field, Stark and Reed of New Hamp- 
shire, Greene of Rhode Island, our own Knox, Gridley, 
and the veteran Pomeroy, and other officers shared in 
the glories as they did in the perils of the day, and 
deserve that tribute to their valor which an admiring 
posterity ought not long to hesitate to commemorate 
in marble or enduring bronze.* 

* This list might be extended, and the name of James Otis be added ; for although 
his fame was secured, and his patriotism exhibited by his eloquence in legislative halls 
and the more popular assemblies of the people, yet Bunker Hill bore witness to his 
heroic efforts on the field of battle. Bormwing a gun from a friend in Watertown, he 
rushed lo the scene of conflict, volunteered, like his co-patriot Dr. Warren, and partici- 
pated in the events of the day. 
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The services of Prescott in the war did not end with 
his action on this memorable day. He has been called 
by his friends, not only the hero of Bunker Hill, but the 
hero of Throgg's Neck. When General Howe with the 
King's forces landed at Westchester County, New York, 
with *the intention of falling in the rear of the Conti- 
nental army, then encamped at King's Bridge, Pres- 
cott's regiment, with a company of artillery, was sent 
to oppose him; and notwithstanding the small number 
of his force compared with the enemy, he kept them 
on the Neck six days, and finally compelled them to 
give up the attempt and retreat. On account of a 
physical infirmity which disabled him from riding in 
the saddle, Prescott reluctantly resigned his commission 
early in 1777 ; but when the Northern States were 
threatened by Burgoyne, he again rejoined the army, 
and served as a volunteer until the enemy was captured 
at Saratoga. If he had been able to continue in the 
military service, no doubt he would have distinguished 
himself, in a more advanced rank, in other actions in 
the war. But he did enough to earn for his name 
an imperishable fame. His military career, beginning 
in the old French War, when he refused a British 
commission in the regular army offered to him for his 
gallant services at the capture of Cape Breton, to- 
gether with that of his civil life as legislator and 
magistrate, was attended with honor, and with great 
advantage to his native country. 

Our efficient Secretary, in accordance with your vote, 
is gradually filing and putting in order the historical 
documents which belong to the Association, as also 
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those which come into our possession by gift or pur- 
chase. During the year we have secured some of the 
papers of the late General Henry A. S. Dearborn, who 
was one of the original Corporators, and an ^arly Sec- 
retary and Director. At some time, we hope not far 
distant, we may be able to build the Granite Lodge 
for the safety of the many precious and interesting 
memorials of the battle. Mr. Everett, in one of his 
first reports, suggested an arch at one of the entrances 
of the grounds ; in the wings on each side should be 
apartments for the deposit of these relics and for the 
ofl&ces of the Association. 

The limits of this paper have already been reached, 
and it is time to proceed to the other matters which 
should engage our attention at this Annual Meeting. 

When the memories of the day come upon us, it is 
pleasant to reflect how much progress the civilized 
world has made in the ideas for which our Fathers 
fought on this memorable anniversary. Our old ally 
in the War, France, now a Republic, moving, we trust, 
with an even keel in smooth seas, her people gradu- 
ally becoming accustomed to democratic institutions, 
her government so conscious of its strength that it 
permits its worst enemies, by an act of amnesty, again 
to take up their abode within its borders ; the States 
of Italy united, governed by the House of Savoy, with 
monarchs of liberal tendencies, and rapidly improving 
under a Representative government ; Spain, hardly yet 
ripe for a permanent change, but her leading states- 
men republican at heart, and some even in name, and 
waiting with patience, but with sanguine hope, for the 
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education of her people in the theory and practice of 
free institutions ; the other Continental powers stirring 
with new thoughts which cannot always be repressed 
in favor of human rights, the liberty of conscience, and 
self-government ; our old mother England, her people 
as free as ourselves in every civil and religious right 
which belongs to them as men, her government al- 
most republican, except in form, her sovereign and 
titled ones with yielding grace obeying the voice of 
the people as pronounced at popular elections, her great 
Commoners wielding more influence and more highly 
esteemed than the most lofty peers of the realm; — 
all these are the hopeful signs of the times in which 
we live. Let us not forget that this improved condi- 
tion of things has been brought about in a great 
measure by the history and example of this nation. 
Our steps have been onward, our success so far sure. 
We have had our sore trials and bitter experiences. 
We have had obstacles to overcome and difficulties 
to encounter. The latter, as well as the early gen- 
eration, has been baptized with fire and blood. Rec- 
reant hands have dared to tear from aloft the standard 
of the Union, and have suffered an ignominious defeat. 
Peace and returning prosperity now reign within our 
borders, and the fair sun shines upon no land more 
blessed than our own beloved country. 

Bunker Hill to-day * adds a new illustration of frater- 
nal relations, as it witnesses a body of men in arms in 
the Continental uniform reviving ancient associations, 
and coming from the extreme South, once in rebellion, 
bearing with them a national ensign as a votive gift to 

• Visit of the Continental Gaards of New Orleans. 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 FREDERIC W. LINCOLN'S ADDRESS. 

the city whose history is so early identified with the 
cause of American Independence and the recent efforts 
to sustain the Union, — a pledge we trust of a reunited 
nation, all its people brethren in spirit as well as in 
name. 

This year the Republic is again to summon one of 
its own citizens to rule in its highest place and to 
administer its supreme prerogatives. In former times 
in the Old World, when kings and potentates claimed 
a divine right to rule, a change of sovereigns or dy- 
nasties was often attended with convulsions of civil 
society and the destruction of lives and property. 
Under our form of government the great body of 
citizens express their choice quietly at the ballot-box, 
and under the sanction and by the authority of con- 
stitutional law^; the recipient of their favor assumes 
the high dignity to which he is called, without com- 
motion or disturbance of the public peace. 

Let our methods and example in the fraternal contest 
upon which we are now entering, and the result when 
achieved, be such that it will be an honor to ourselves, 
and prove that the sovereign people are the safest 
depositary of power ! Let it be another illustration of 
that progress in our history which will give joy and 
confidence to the lovers of liberty and human rights, and 
inspiration to the cause of self-government throughout 
the world! Thus will the sacrifices of the past be 
sanctified, and this nation be deemed worthy of the 
rich inheritance which has been bequeathed to it by 
the Fathers. 
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TUDOR'S LIFE OF JAMES OTIS, Page 206. 



The author of the life of Otis was William Tudor, an enterprising 
business man and elegant scholar, who, during the early part of the 
present century, was active in the establishment of many public 
institutions which still exist, and which have given reputation and 
character to the city of Boston. 

In this connection, it is an interesting historical fact, that with Mr. 
Tudor originated the idea of the National Monument* on Bunker 
Hill. In 1822, it accidentally came to his knowledge that the Hill was 
to be sold where the redoubt was raised and Warren fell. He imme- 
diately interested his friends, Perkins, Webster, Everett, Sullivan, 
Lyman, Sweet, and Prescott; and, addressing a formal letter to Dr. 
John Collins Warren on the subject, the preliminary arrangements 
were made by them and others to secure an Act of Incorporation and 
the organization of the Association. Mr. Tudor was its first secretary. 

In November of the following year Mr. Tudor was appointed to a 
foreign consulship, and his continued absence abroad precluded him 
from taking an active interest in subsequent proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Quincy, in his memoirs of him, says : " His zeal and 
promptitude in the undertaking, and the patriotic spirit he manifested, 
entitle him to be commemorated as one of the earliest efficient authors 
of its success." 

William Tudor was born in Boston, on the 28th of January, 1779, 
and died on the 9 th of March, 1830, at Rio Janeiro, where he held 
the appointment of charge d'affaires of the United States. 



* In 1794 a Masonic monument was erected by King Solomon's Lodge, in memory of 
General Joseph Warren, on a small lot of land given by the Hon. James Bussell. Thus 
early was the site of the battle devoted to commemorative purposes. 
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'* The following authentic anecdote on the origin of American taxation 
may he gratifying to persons who are fond of tracing the current of 
events up to their primitive sources, and who know how often changes 
in human affairs are first put in motion hy very trifling causes. When 
President Adams was Minister at the Court of St. James, he often saw 
his countryman, Benjamin West, the late President of the Royal 
Academy. Mr. West always retained a strong and unyielding affection 
for his native land, which, to borrow a term of his own art, was in fine 
keeping with his elevated genius. The patronage of the king was nobly 
bestowed upon him, and it forms a fine trait in the character of both, that 
when, in the presence of the king, a malicious courtier endeavored to 
embarrass him, by asking his opinion on the news of some disastrous 
event to America, he replied, that he never could rejoice in any misfor- 
tune to his native country; for which answer the king immediately gave 
him his protecting approbation. Mr. West one day asked Mr. Adams if 
he would like to take a walk with him, and see the cause of the American 
Revolution. The minister having known something of this matter 
smiled at the proposal, but told him that he would be glad to see the 
cause of that Revolution, and to take a walk with his friend West any- 
where. The next morning he called, according to agreement, and took 
Mr. Adams into Hyde Park to a spot near the Serpentine River, where he 
gave him the following narrative : The king came to the throne a 
young man surrounded by flattering courtiers; one of whose frequent 
topics it was to declaim against the meanness of his palace, which was 
wholly unworthy a monarch of such a country as England. They said 
that there was not a sovereign in Europe who was lodged so poorly; that 
his sorry, dingy, old, brick palace of St. James looked like a stable, and 
that he ought to build a palace suited to his kingdom. The king was 
fond of architecture, and would therefore more readily listen to sugges- 
tions, which were in fact all true. This spot that you see here was 
selected for the site, between this and this point, which were marked out. 
The king applied to his ministers on the subject; they inquired what sum 
would be wanted by his majesty, who said that he would begin with a 
million; they stated the expenses of the war, and the poverty of the 
treasury, but that his majesty's wishes should be taken into full consider- 
ation. Some time afterwards the king was informed that the wants of 
the treasury were too urgent to admit of a supply from their present 
means, but that a revenue might be aised in America to supply all the 
king's wishes. This suggestion was followed up, and the king was in 
this way first led to consider, and then to consent to, the scheme for 
taxing the colonies. Mr. West always acquitted the king of all blame in 
the measures connected with the American war; but asserted that he 
was from first to last kept in ignorance of the true state of the question 
and of the situation of the colonies, and constantly deceived by the misrep- 
resentations of those about him. Though it is unquestionably true that 
the king was led unwarily into the dispute with the colonies, and that the 
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design of taxing them was planned by others, yet he interested himself 
in it very deeply, and seemed to consider the straggle as a personal con- 
cern of his own. His character was naturally firm ; in this case it became 
obstinate, and he yielded with the utmost reluctance his hold over the 
colonies."* 



* Tbis personal feeling was natural to the pride of the sovereign, who made it more his 
own affair than the king in a free government would do a common concern of the State. 
How a despotic monarch would have felt, may be seen in the Prince de Ligne's account of 
the familiar conversation of the Empress of Kussia and the Emperor of Germany: 
'"Plutot quede signer la separation de treize Provinces, comme mon fr6re George,' dit 
Catherine II. avec douceur, * je me serois tir6 un coup de pistolet * " The king of England, 
however, on this point acted with true dignity. When Mr. Adams, the first American 
ambassador was presented to him, he said, " Sir, I was the last man in my kingdom to 
consent to your independence, and I shall be the last to do anything to infringe it" 
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